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base has been designed by Syn-
chronist. Now, information from
all over the state is rapidly acces-
sible by state decision makers.
The goal of this process is to
identify the economic climate of
Pacific County as a place to do
business and to learn of areas in
need of improvement. Surveys
are a great tool in identifying
needs, trends, etc. Please take
the time to respond to surveys,

they are of great importance.

renewable energy with the passing
of I-937. 1-937 will requires that

by 2020 15 % of the electricity
sold in Washington by utilities
must be from wind, tides, solar
and selected biomass projects.
This initiative, however, ex-

cludes our state’s most affordable
and successful form of renewable
energy, hydropower. More than

2/3 of our state’s electricity

comes from 31 dams on the Co-

lumbia and Snake rivers.

Presently, Pacific County is not

Phase and Demand < 50 kw

impacted by the passage of this

initiative. But if our PUD grows
in electrically accounts to
25,000, Pacific County will
have 10 years to comply with I-
937. Bottom line is our fami-
lies, employers and major in-
dustries will feel the financial
impacts of these changes.

Renewable energy has its place
in the wholesale portfolio of our

Comparison of Commercial Electric Rates; Assuming Single
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local PUD. The decision to
purchase such resources must
be left to our locally elected
utility officials where an evalua-
tion of quality and cost can be
factored along with the rest of
the wholesale power mix to fit
our local economy.

We must consider our
choices wisely. “Washington
Business, Sept/Oct 2006”

SERVICES AND UTILITIES -QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

We Asked: What do you think
of Pacific County'’s Utilities and
Public Services?

We Heard: Positives and Nega-
tives. On a scale of 1-7, 4 was
average. Housing, Sign Regu-
lations, and Regulatory En-
forcement received the lowest
scores, with scores between
3.3 and 3.8. The highest
scores were for Local Roads,
Public Transportation, Visitor's
Bureaus, Fire, Ambulance,
Economic Development, and
Chambers of Commerce, rated

from 5.5 to 5.3, respectively.

Repeated issues and opinions.

eAffordable worker housing is
hard to come by all over the
State. The average house price
in 2006 in Pacific County was
$155,000, up from just
$120,000 in 2005. This con-
firms what we’re all seeing:
builders are building high-end
housing. Those new residents
will want services, increasing the
need for workers and worker
housing. The Pacific County
Housing Authority exists to find
solutions to these growing
problems.

408 Second Street, Raymond, WA 98577

eBusinesses are unable to put
up their own signs on the high-
way. This is true statewide on
all Washington Highways, how-
ever you can buy a spot for
your business logo on a state
highway sign for as little as
$182 per year. For information
on the State Motorist Informa-
tion Sign Program contact the
PCEDC or visit:
www.wsdot.wa.gov. Within city
limits, contact your City Hall
office for local ordinances.

®“A real key to our economy is
to Shop Locally! It is about
providing a job for your family,
neighbor, and friend.”

360-875-9330

eWe need more industrial and
technical businesses. The
PCEDC is currently working on
an update of the Pacific County
Industrial Lands Study. Indus-
trial and technical businesses
are looking for existing buildings
with varying amount of square
footage and basic amenities
(like roads and utilities). The
first step in recruiting these type
of businesses is knowing what
land we have available, with
infrastructure. The PCEDC is
actively working with our
County, Ports, and Cities to up-
date this information.

360-642-9330




